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talents, was stolen by Pttblius, and sold to Ariarathes; his tiara also,
a piece of admirable workmanship, Gains, the foster-brother of Mith-
ridates, gave secretly to Faustus, the son of Sylla, at his request.
All which Pompey was ignorant of, but afterwards, when Pharnaces
came to understand it, he severely punished those that embezzled them.
Pompey now having ordered all things, and established that pro-
vince, took his journey homewards in greater pomp and with more
festivity. For when he came to Mitylene, he gave the city their
freedom upon the intercession of Theophanes, and was present at the
contest, there periodically held, of the poets, who took at that time no
other theme or subject than the actions of Pompey. He was ex-
tremely pleased with the theater itself, and had a model of it taken,
intending to erect one in Rome on the same design, but larger and
more magnificent. When he came to Rhodes, he attended the lectures
of all the philosophers there, and gave to every one of them a talent.
Posidonius has published the disputation which he held before him
against Hermagoras the rhetorician, upon the subject of Invention in.
general. At Athens, also, he showed similar munificence to the
philosophers, and gave fifty talents towards repairing and beauti-
fying the city. So that now by all these acts he well hoped to re-
turn into Italy in the greatest splendor and glory possible to man, and
find his family as desirous to see him as he felt himself to come home
to them. But that supernatural agency, whose province and charge
it is always to mix some ingredient of evil with the greatest and most
glorious goods of fortune, had for some time back been busy in his
household, preparing him a sad welcome. For Mucia during his ab-
scence had dishonored his bed. Whilst he was abroad at a distance
he had refused all credence to the report; but when he drew nearer to
Italy, where his thoughts were more at leisure to give consideration
to the charge, he sent her a bill of divorce; but neither then in writing,
nor afterwards by word of mouth, did he ever give a reason why he
discharged her; the cause of it is mentioned in Cicero's epistles.
Rumors of every kind were scattered abroad about Pompey, and
were carried to Rome before him, so that there was a great tumult
and stir, as if he designed forthwith to march with his army into the
city and establish himself securely as sole ruler. Crassus withdrew
himself, together with his children and property, out of the city,
either that he was really afraid, or that he counterfeited rather, as is
most probable, to give credit to the calumny and exasperate the,
jealousy of the people. Pompey, therefore, as soon as he entered
Italy, called a general muster of the army; and having made a suitable
address and exchanged a kind farewell with his soldiers, he com-
manded them to depart every man to his country and place of
habitation, only taking- care that they should not fail to meet again at
his triumph. Thus the army being disbanded, and the news commonly